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The thesis introduction chapter and journal article introduction paragraphs  

 

The purpose of the thesis introduction is to orient the reader to the research presented 

in the body of the thesis. The introduction should include all the information necessary to 

prepare the reader for the specifics of your research project; namely. What the thesis 

focuses on, the research question(s) or hypothesis driving the investigation, and the 

argument that you intend to present. These are indispensable elements of a thesis 

introduction; however there are other elements which should also be included, such as: 

 Justification for the scope of the study. You may need to tell your reader precisely 

what you are covering and what you are not covering and why, perhaps to offset 

potential criticism for not doing something you never intended to do! 

 An explanation of why the research you have undertaken is important; that is, its 

significance 

 A clear statement of the contribution your research makes to knowledge; that is, 

its originality 

 Definitions of key terms 

 An overview of the chapters in the thesis or your ‘plan of action’ 

Thesis Chapter introductions 

At the level of individual chapters you in theses, you also need to include chapter 

introduction (perhaps two paragraphs) that again orient the reader. This time you must 

clearly state the specific objective(s) of the chapter and relate the importance of these to 

answering your overall research question. This means that at the beginning of each 

chapter you must clearly lay out your position. This can be done through the inclusion of: 

 A statement of purpose for the chapter 

 A statement of the argument you intend to develop in the body of the text 

 A statement of how this will contribute to answering your overall research 

question 

 An overview of the sub-sections within the chapter 

 

Sample introduction paragraph for a thesis chapter 

This study focuses on sustainable forestry management in Canada, particularly its 

special forest management approach in Alberta as embodied in the Strategic 

Environmental Plan (SEP) Law [tells what the thesis is about]. It examines whether 

the forest management approach under the SEP law has made a difference to the 

management of the forests of Alberta in areas such as decentralization, local 

government involvement and local peoples’ participation in achieving sustainable 

forestry [tells why the research was undertaken]. It is my argument that 

sustainable forest management provided for in the implementation of the Strategic 
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Environmental Plan (SEP) law for Alberta does not adequately address the 

importance of institutional integration (between national and provincial), the need 

for improved human and technical capacity at the local government level and 

peoples’ participation [states the overall thesis]. Following on this thesis, there is 

an attempt to develop an alternative forest management approach, which applies 

the lessons of Alberta under the SEP Law, and those of earlier forest management 

initiatives in Canada. 

 

Journal article introductions do not include all of these elements. Rather, they tend to 

focus the reader’s attention on certain (more focused) information which is not as 

exhaustive as what is presented in a thesis introduction chapter. Essentially a journal 

article introduction will provide – in this order – and attention getting piece of 

information, statement or quotation; background information on the topic; and 

explanation as to why the research is important (its significance or impact); the problem 

or issue it deals with; and the aims and contribution of the research. In addition to this, 

one of the main purposes of the introduction is to provide enough information for the 

reader to be able to understand your argument. There are many variations on ways or 

models to write introductions, but in some sense they all have the above as standard 

features in common. One of the better models for writing journal articles introductions is 

the CARS Model. 

 

The CARS (Creating a Research Space) Model1 offers a systematic way of crafting an 

introduction for a journal article. This model demonstrates how writers of journal articles 

typically organise their introductions: 

 

Move 1: Establish the territory 1. Make topic generalization 

 2. Claim 

centrality/significance 

3. Review items of previous 

research 

 

Move 2: Establish a niche 4. Raise question(s) 

 5. Counter claim or indicate a 

gap 

 

Move 3: Occupy the niche 6. Announce the present 

research 

 7. Reveal principle findings 

8. State argument 

9. Indicate structure of the 

article 

                                                 
1 The CARS model was initially proposed by John Swales who has undertaken a very substantial 

investigation of introductions in mainly science discipline journal articles. See Swales, J.M. (1990) 

Genre Analysis, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
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Sentence Scaffolds and Thinking Bundles 

There is a clear place for these in the introduction chapter. Discuss and refer to handout 

(www.thesiswhisperer.com) and Graff, G. & Birkenstein, C. (2007) They Say I Say: The 

Moves That Matter in Persuasive Writing,W.W Norton & Co. Publishers, NY. 

 

 

 

Example: 

Nuclear power is widely used throughout the world today. Functioning nuclear 

power plants produce large quantities of radioactive wastes needing to be 

transported to safe sites for proper management. With public emphasis on 

environmental protection and concern for safe transport of nuclear wastes, the 

problem of selecting an appropriate route for transporting nuclear wastes is a 

vitally important issue. The aforementioned route selection problem involves 

conflicting objectives among interested parties; therefore, we develop a multi-

objective geographic information system (GIS) with ESRI ArcView GIS 3.x interface 

to practically support the involved parties for such a multi-objective route selection 

problem in engineering practices. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.thesiswhisperer.com/
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Options for openings 

You can make an introduction strong by beginning with a telling anecdote, a vivid 

depiction of your subject, a powerful summary of the literature or some sort of claim 

relating to the impact of your work. All of these can occur in the first sentence or two of 

the first introduction paragraph. There is nothing like a really vivid first sentence to 

engage your reader and get your article off to a good start (this is especially so in the 

humanities and social sciences). The following examples are taken from Belcher (2009, 

p.210): 

 

Anecdotal opening. “When I was growing up in New York City, my parents used to take 

me to an event in inward Park at which Indians-real American Indians dressed in feathers 

of blankets-could be seen and touched by children like me”. 

 

Critical opening. “Historians have been much more concerned with explaining questions 

surrounding how Africans produced, transported, and sold captives than with exploring 

African strategies against the slave trade”. 

 

Significance opening. “This research seeks to address an issue which is having a major 

impact on the quality of primary school education in Western Australia”. 

 

Historical opening. “In the 1970s and 80s, amid concerns over the negative effects of 

concentrated urban poverty and suburban resistance to the encroachment of public 

housing, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development slowed the 

construction of new large-scale public housing projects”. 

 

Argument opening. “This study demonstrates that worldwide, the policies, processes 

and practices of 21st-century universities are being shaped by neoliberalism and a trend 

towards the marketisation and corporatisation of tertiary institutions is growing”. 

 

What type of 

opening 

sentence do I 

have? How could 

it be improved? 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide orienting or basic information about your subject 

When writing research it is good to keep in mind that your readers are probably people 

who are either not familiar with your work, your research area, or have less knowledge 

about the subject material then do you. Early in the introduction section of a journal 

article it’s always a good idea to orient the reader, in a very broad sense, to the subject or 

issue that is the focus of your research. For instance: 
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“Psychologist misconduct comprises all instances in which psychologists violate their 

duty of care to members of the public. Registration of psychologists in Australia was put 

in place to protect the public, beginning in 1965 with the Victorian psychological practices 

act. The last your restriction and acting psychologist legislation was the Australian Capital 

Territory in 1995. In relation to psychology, the attention of regulation can be described 

to “protect the health and safety of members of the public by providing mechanisms to 

ensure that psychologists affect practice” (New South Wales psychologists act, 2001). 

This research…….. 

 

Do I provide in my 

introduction basic 

contextual 

information about 

my subject? 

 

 

 

 

Statement of argument and findings 

It is critical to ensure that you have and clearly articulate an argument which guides the 

reader through the text. This relates the argument that you are proposing and sustaining 

throughout the document, but it also relates the arguments of other scholars whom you 

are citing. In a similar sense your introduction section should also communicate the 

findings which have arisen from your research (in a similar way to that of an abstract). For 

instance: 

 

‘in this study I will argue that the social construction of science as “masculine” 

discourages women from participating in science by posing the risk of undermining their 

gender identity’. 

 

To clearly state my 

argument and 

findings? If not 

what should I add 

and where? 

 

 

 

 

Exercise I: in one or two sentences write what it is that you are arguing in your article. In one 

of two sentences write what your findings are. Try to do this as clearly and concisely and 

accurately as possible. 

 

Articulate the significance of your research 

You must ensure that your reader fully understands why your research is important. Do 

not assume that they will understand this. There may be multiple reasons why your work 
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is valuable. It is useful to articulate on the one hand the academic contribution that your 

work is making, and on the other the non-academic contribution that you are making. In 

terms of the former your work may be significant in terms of its theoretical, conceptual 

or methodological contribution. It may advance knowledge, contribute to debate or 

provide a new perspective on an old issue. The impact, or non-academic contribution of 

your work, is just as important. 

 

Refer to determining research impact chart for ideas about how your 

research might make a non-academic contribution 
 

What is the significance 

of my research? Do I 

adequately articulate it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide a roadmap of your article 

The last element in your journal article introduction should be an overview of the 

structure of the paper. In this sense you are signposting to the reader the information 

that you are going to provide to them and the logical sequence in which it is ordered. This 

makes it easier for the reader to absorb the information. 

 

Have I adequately 

summarised the 

structure of my article as 

the final element in my 

introduction section? 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusions 

Even if you are only in the early stages of writing your research article you might consider 

writing your conclusion, at least in draft form. This will help keep the research tightly 

focused, and it places a boundary around your document. In other words, and as with 

introductions, it is a good idea to draft a conclusion as early as possible. Doing so will 

allow you to identify an end-point and avoid that uneasy feeling that your paper seems to 

be going on forever. Drafting a conclusion early helps you to limit and define the scope of 

your article. 
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There are three primary elements in a conclusion: 

 
 

 

A journal article conclusion provides a clear summary of your study; it explicitly talks 

about the contribution to knowledge your project has made; and it makes 

recommendations for future research. That is, it says what you have done, why it 

matters, and what needs to be done next. 

 

Distinctions between an introduction and a conclusion 

Because a conclusion also addresses the ‘big picture’ of the study, in much the same way 

as the introduction, people often ask what the difference is between the two. Perhaps 

the best way to articulate this is to say that an introduction concentrates on the value of 

the question you are asking, whereas the conclusion focuses on the value of the actual 

answers you got. In some these there is a clear difference between the two, in others 

there is a more subtle distinction. It really is more a question of emphasis than content. 

There is no escaping the fact, however, that the conclusion will reiterate – rather than 

replicate – some of the introduction content. 

 

Differences across disciplines 

Conclusions are surprisingly similar across academic disciplines. The above formula - what 

you have done, why it matters, and what needs to be done next – is common to all 

conclusions in the arts, humanities, social science, sciences and applied sciences. Below, 

for example, are two models offered by firstly an industrial engineer, and second a 

historian. 
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The inclusion of new material? 

You would usually not introduce any new data or findings into a journal article conclusion. 

You might possibly include some new citations or theories as you look beyond your 

research to future work, but you would definitely not report on new aspects of your 

research here. If you have a flood of new ideas or data, then this might merit another 

paper.  

 

 

The length of the conclusion 

The length of conclusions can vary quite widely. In an argument-based article a 

conclusion may be quite brief, reiterating the central argument and moving on to discuss 

future research. In a history article the conclusion may be longer, as it attempts to make 

clear the line of research drawn through the period under discussion and draw overall 

conclusions. I suggest you look through some recent examples of journal article 

conclusions in your discipline to see what is fashionable. Having said this, however, it is 

more important that your decision should be based on the internal logic of your own 

piece of work. 

 

 

Questions to ask yourself as you are writing your conclusion 

Summarizing 

1. What are the main points made? 

2. What is the overall argument? 

3. If you had to summarize what your study has claimed and achieved, what would 

you say? 

 

Meaning 

4. Overall, what do the results of your research mean? 

5. Equally, what do your results not mean? 

The concluding chapter of a thesis should be composed of several parts. The 
first should summarize the relationship between what was achieved and 
what was initially proposed. The second should explicitly highlight the 
perceived contributions and limitations of the work. The third should make 
recommendations for how future researchers could build upon the existing 
literature (Toncich 1999, p.228). 

All theses have a conclusion which establishes the importance of your work, 
states its contribution clearly and summarizes the main points you have 
made where, when and how. It rounds off your arguments, even if there are 
still points open for further works and questioning. At this point – in these 
that seek to suggest change or developments, to contribute new ideas and 
strategies and so cause development and change – there could well be a 
section for recommendations (Wisker 2001, p.289). 
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6. Overall, how did your results relate to your initial research question(s) and 

objectives as they were set out in your introduction? (Were there any surprises?) 

7. Do you feel your broadest research questions were answered? How about your 

narrowest and most specific ones? (Remember to state why or why not). 

 

Contribution 

8. Why is your completed research interesting? 

9. Who should be interested in the results of your project? 

10. What makes your research useful to others? 

11. Do your findings suggest something needs re-thinking? What? 

12. Explicitly, what new contribution to knowledge has your research made? (Think 

also about research design, methods and methods, as well as theory – have you 

contributed anything new?) 

13. What were the limitations of your study – what was ignored, left out or 

unexamined? 

 

Future research 

14. What should come next in research in this area? (What would you like to do next? 

What would you like someone else to do next?) 

15. How should future research in this area differ from already published research? 

16. Does your project suggest particular new research questions? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAPHIC AIDS 

 

These include photographs, tables, charts, diagrams and so forth. Graphic aids may serve 

to augment and clarify the text through the provision of supporting material. Graphic aids 

are a powerful tool in this regard. However, their effectiveness relies a great deal on the 

way they are presented. There are some rules for the effective use of graphic aids: 

 

 The graphic should be highly relevant to the textual information provided. 

Readers need to be able to discern immediately the relationship between text 

and graphic aid. This can be enhanced through the use of captions. 

 

Exercise:  Can you create a plan, for either the introduction or 

conclusion of the article or conference paper you are currently 

working on? 
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 The graphic should be placed as close as is possible to the text section it relates 

to. If the reader has to search for it, for instance if they have to turn the page, 

then they might not bother and the effect will be lost. 

 

 The graphic should not be overloaded with information. If the graphic is dense 

then you can use arrows or labels to draw the reader’s attention to the most 

critical information. 

 

 When presenting graphics, try as much as is possible to present them so that they 

show some form of development 

 



JOURNAL ARTICLE INTRODUCTIONS & 
CONCLUSIONS

MICHAEL AZARIADIS



THE JOURNAL ARTICLE INTRODUCTION

AN INTRODUCTION MAKES CLEAR TO THE READER WHAT THEY WILL ENCOUNTER IN THE PAPER, 

AS WELL AS WHY IT IS IMPORTANT.

ITS LENGTH SHOULD BE APPROXIMATELY TWO OR THREE PARAGRAPHS

______________________________________________

IT MIGHT CONTAIN:

1. AN INTERESTING OPENING SENTENCE

2. GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUBJECT OF THE RESEARCH

3. YOUR ARGUMENT

4. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORK

5. A ‘ROAD-MAP’ FOR YOUR ARTICLE



THE OPENING SENTENCE

WRITE A DYNAMIC FIRST SENTENCE TO ENGAGE YOUR READER AND GET YOUR ARTICLE OFF TO A 

GOOD START. OPTIONS INCLUDE:

 ANECDOTAL OPENING

 CRITICAL OPENING

 SIGNIFICANCE OPENING

 HISTORICAL OPENING

 ARGUMENT OPENING



What type of 

opening sentence do I 

have? How could it be 

improved?



BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR SUBJECT

PREDICT HOW MUCH YOUR READER IS LIKELY TO KNOW ABOUT THE SUBJECT

PROVIDE INFORMATION WHICH CONTEXTUALISES YOUR SUBJECT (PERSON, TEXT, PLACE, 

MOVEMENT/GROUP, THEORY, TERM/CONCEPT)

EXAMPLE FROM PNAS ∣ APRIL 24, 2012 ∣ VOL. 109 ∣ NO. 17



Do I provide in my 

introduction basic 

contextual information 

about my subject?



STATEMENT OF ARGUMENT

 CLEARLY PRESENT YOUR ARGUMENT

 YOU CAN HIGHLIGHT THE WORK OF OTHERS TO SHOW HOW YOUR ARGUMENT DEPARTS 

FROM THEIR CONCLUSIONS

What is already known on this topic What this paper adds

Sexual boundary violations are low prevalence but constitute serious misconduct One in five psychologists can expect a complaint over a 30 year career

Males are more likely to engage in unprofessional behaviour Poor professional communication and incompetence practices account for half of 

all malpractice complaints

Practice in regional and rural areas present additional risks for boundary 

violations

Peer supervision, evidence-based methods and professional practice standards 

reduce malpractice complaint



PARTICIPANT EXERCISE:

IN ONE OR TWO SENTENCES WRITE WHAT IT IS THAT YOU ARE ‘ARGUING’ IN YOUR ARTICLE. 



HIGHLIGHT THE SIGNIFICANCE (IMPORTANCE) OF YOUR 
RESEARCH

WHAT HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED IN THIS STUDY? CONSIDER BOTH ACADEMIC AND NON-

ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS.

RESEARCH IMPACT & CONTRIBUTION TO SCHOLARSHIP



What is the 

significance of my 

research? Do I 

adequately 

articulate it?



PROVIDE A ‘ROADMAP’ OF YOUR ARTICLE

GIVE THE READER AN OVERVIEW OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER SO THEY KNOW WHAT TO 

EXPECT.



Have I adequately 

summarised the structure 

of my article as the final 

element in my 

introduction section?



THE CARS MODEL
SWALES, J. (1990). GENRE ANALYSIS: ENGLISH IN ACADEMIC RESEARCH SETTINGS. GLASGOW: CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 

PRESS. 

Move 1: Establish the territory 1. Make topic generalization

2.        Claim centrality/significance

3.        Review items of previous research

Move 2: Establish a niche 4.        Raise question(s)

5.        Counter claim or indicate a gap

Move 3: Occupy the niche 6.        Announce the present research

7.        Reveal principle findings

8.        State argument

9.        Indicate structure of the article



THE JOURNAL ARTICLE CONCLUSION

 WRITE IT EARLY AS POSSIBLE

 THE EMPHASIS SHOULD BE ON THE VALUE OF YOUR CONTRIBUTION OR THE ANSWER(S) TO 

YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION

 RE-ESTABLISH SOME OF THE INFORMATION IN THE INTRODUCTION



THE JOURNAL ARTICLE CONCLUSION

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY NEW MATERIAL

KEEP IT RELATIVELY SHORT (PERHAPS ONE OR TWO PARAGRAPHS)

POSSIBLE TEMPLATE:

Summarizing

• What are the main points made?

• What is the overall argument

• If you had to summarize what your study has claimed and achieved, what would 
you say?

Meaning

• Overall, what do the results of your research mean?

• What do your results not mean?

• How did your results relate to your initial research question(s)?

Etc.

• See workshop booklet
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