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Masters by Research (MRes)

MRes Course Overview

The Master of Research (MRes 00720) is a two-year course of study 
to broaden options for Honours students who wish continue with 
research, but are unsure about transitioning straight from Honours 
to PhD. The MRes may also be useful for students who wish to apply 
for a PhD at a university that does not recognise Honours.

The first year of the course comprises the Honours year, and 
students who are admitted to the MRes proceed directly from the 
Honours year into the second year of the MRes. Students do not 
take out the award of Honours but graduate with a Master’s degree 
on completion of the MRes. Admission requirements apply. 

https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-research


Eligibility and Admission
The most critical decisions about HDR candidature are often made when you assess 
prospective students. At a minimum, prospective students must fulfil the 
requirements outlined in the Adequate Research Preparation policy. Please do not 
encourage students to apply if they do not meet these requirements.

Research Preparation Policy

The GRS Applications Team have mechanisms to screen prospective HDR students 
when they first make contact with the university. Prospective students can be 
referred to this team for advice about eligibility and admission. All applications 
queries can be directed to Applications-GRS@uwa.edu.au

The UWA Future Students webpages provide a range of information for prospective 
and newly enrolled students. 

Future Students Advice International Students Advice

https://www.uwa.edu.au/policy/-/media/Project/UWA/UWA/Policy-Library/Policy/Teaching-and-Research-Training/Research-Training/Adequate-Research-Preparation/Adequate-Research-Preparation-Policy.doc
mailto:applications-grs@uwa.edu.au
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/why-choose-uwa
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/international-students


English Language Requirements

All prospective students who have not completed a degree at UWA are 
normally required to provide evidence of completion of a formal English 
qualification or English test within the past two years. 

For IELTS, prospective students must achieve an IELTS (Academic) of 6.5
with no band lower than 6.0 (or other test equivalent). Higher IELTS scores 
are required for Law, Education, Dentistry and Business.

Conditional offers of admission can be made if students do not meet the 
English language requirements, however these students need to provide 
evidence of meeting the English language requirements before they enrol. 
Students seeking scholarships are rarely given conditional offers because 
the time between the offer of their scholarship and their start date can be 
too short for the improvement required to pass the English test.



UWA Scholarships
UWA awards ~200 HDR scholarships per year, including RTP, SIRF, UPA and a range of prestigious 
scholarships. These scholarships are awarded in two rounds per year that combine domestic and 
international applications. There are about ten times as many applicants as scholarships.

Students can apply for these scholarships by completing an online application submitted through the 
UWA HDR application portal called iAthena. This single application will be used to match the student to 
all of the scholarships they are eligible for.

The ranking criteria used for many of the applications are:
• Honours thesis mark or equivalent
• Honours coursework WAM or equivalent
• School assessment of research potential (with extra points for research output and experience)

Applicants need to be available to take up offer of scholarships within the set period designated in the 
offer letter, which is usually three months.

iAthenaScholarships Database

https://iathena.grs.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.scholarships.uwa.edu.au/


Tuition Fees and Stipends
There are two components to scholarships – a tuition fee scholarship which covers the cost of research training and a stipend 
scholarship (living allowance) that is paid to the student. 
• All domestic students and almost all international students at UWA have a tuition fee scholarship. 
• Some domestic students and almost all international students also have a living allowance scholarship.
Each scholarship has its own set of conditions including length, possible extensions, leave provisions, and allowable work hours. 
These conditions can be found on the relevant scholarship page on the scholarships database.

The main Australian Government HDR scholarship 
scheme is known as the Research Training Program 
(RTP). RTP Fee Offset Scholarships and RTP Stipends 
are available for both domestic and international 
students, however there is a cap on international RTP 
scholarships. 

UWA scholarships are offered, including the University 
Postgraduate Award (UPA), Scholarship for International 
Fees (SIRF), China SIRF and prestigious awards. There are 
also a range of other scholarships available to students, 
some of which are funded by UWA schools, faculties and 
research centres (often referred to as ad hoc scholarships) 
and a range of scholarships offered by external bodies.

Many international students have scholarships provided by 
their home country, commonly known as sponsorships. RTP FAQs

https://www.education.gov.au/research-training-program-frequently-asked-questions-students


Research Funding, SSAF Fees & OSHC

The GRS does not provide funding to students to cover the costs of 
their research – this is managed at the school and faculty level. The 
only project funding provided to students by the GRS is the funding 
for travel, known as the GRS Travel Award.

HDR students are required to pay Student Services and Amenities 
Fee (SSAF). SSAF is managed by StudentCentral.

All international students applying for a student visa must have 
Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) for the entire duration of 
their student visa. A number of scholarships provide OSHC for 
students and their families, others for the student alone, and some 
do not cover any of the OSHC costs.

SSAFGRS Travel Award OSHC 

https://www.student.uwa.edu.au/course/fees/ssaf
http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/funding/travel
https://ipoint.uwa.edu.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/990/%7E/overseas-student-health-cover-(oshc)-explained
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Proceed to Unit 4

Thank you for completing Unit 3 of the Supervisor Induction Module. 

https://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/3445610/SvisorInductionModule_Unit4.pdf
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