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Thesis Examination
The GRS webpages providing advice to HDR students about thesis
submission and examination, details of style and format, advice
about examiners expectations of thesis as a series of papers, thesis
front page proformas, and a step-by-step guide to the submission
process which is managed in HDRhub.
Students’ Pheme accounts stay active during the examination period
and for a year after graduation. While library access is restricted after
course completion, student email account and IT services are
accessible for as long as the student’s Pheme account is active.
All stages of the submission through to completion process can be
managed remotely if students have left Australia prior to completing
the requirements of their degree.

HDR Examination Policy

Thesis Advice

Viva Voce Examination
All PhD students enrolling from 1 JAN 2018 are required to undertake a Viva
Voce as part of their thesis examination.
PhD students who have withdrawn from candidature and later been
approved to re-enrol to submit their thesis for examination are not required
to undertake the Viva Voce IF they were enrolled prior to 1 JAN 2018 AND
submit their theses within 6 months of re-enrolling.

Viva Voce guidelines are available for students, supervisors, chairs and
examiners.
Workshops are offered by the GEOs to support students prepare for
their Viva Voce and a series of webinars are available in the LMS.

Viva Voce Advice

Conflicts of Interest in Examination
During examination and classification of theses, UWA requires that
examiners undertake the task independently, without bias.
Professional and personal relationships may have the potential to
introduce actual bias or resulting in reduced independence of
examination or a perception of bias potentially leading to questions
about the independence of the examination
Conflict of interest can arise between the examiner and the student,
supervisor, UWA, subject matter and/or other examiners. Examples of
conflicts can be found on the GRS Conflict of Interest and Independence
of Examiners webpage.
Potential for actual or perceived conflict of interest must be declared
during submission of the Nomination of Examiners Form.

Independence of Examiners Policy

Conflict of Interest

Nomination of Examiners

Thesis Submission & Copyright
Students submit an e-copy of their thesis for examination in
HDRhub.
It is important that students are aware of their copyright
rights and responsibilities, particularly at the time of thesis
submission. Students own the copyright of their thesis and
students must seek permission from copyright owner/s for all
third-party copyright material they include in their thesis
(including images, photographs, diagrams and figures).
A UWA Copyright LibGuide has been developed to help
students understand copyright and their thesis.

Thesis Submission Advice

HDR Copyright Advice

Thesis Front Pages
Students must ensure that their thesis includes the required
front pages, with the completed and signed thesis declaration
page, prior to submission for examination. Front page thesis
guidelines and proformas are provided on the GRS Thesis Style
and Format webpages.

The front page proformas include authorship
declarations.
The wording of the authorship declaration for theses
that contain co-authored publications is particularly
important as it enables examiners to determine the
student's contribution to the work and therefore what
parts of the thesis are examinable. All co-authors of the
publications sign the authorship declaration. These
signatures can be electronic.
If co-author signatures cannot be obtained for logistical
reasons, coordinating supervisors may sign on behalf of
co-authors. However, it is critical that all co-authors are
aware that their publication appears in the thesis and
they approve of the description of the student's
contribution to the publication.

Thesis Support

Thesis as a Series of Papers
At UWA the course rules and examination criteria for theses formatted as a series of
papers does not differ from the rules and criteria for any other thesis. The rules are the
same for all theses whether they are formatted as an unpublished monograph, a series
of papers, or a combination of published and unpublished work. Papers included in a
thesis do not need to be published, they can be presented as manuscripts prepared
for submission or manuscripts submitted for publication but not yet published.
If a thesis is formatted as a series of papers it needs to include general introduction
and general discussion chapters.
There are a number of important considerations to be taken into account when
formatting a thesis as a series of papers, such as the time constraints of publishing,
issues of co-authorship, and the coherence of the thesis. Advice is provided to students
and supervisors about thesis formatting on the GRS webpages and in face-to-face
workshops.

Course Rules

Thesis Formatting Advice

Editorial Assistance
Advising HDR students about academic writing structure, style and editing is
a supervisory responsibility. However, this advice should be limited to ensure
the student’s writing reflects their voice and their ability to write and argue
with clarity. HDR students can also seek paid editorial assistance although
there are similar limits to the advice they can receive from an editor.
The GRS Editorial Assistance webpages provides advice about finding and
working with an editor. While the GRS does not recommend any one editor,
the details of editors that have contacted UWA are provided. The GRS does
not provide funding for professional editing.
Nationally, there is some concern that HDR students may be using online
services to commission writing. This practice is commonly called ghost
writing or contract cheating. Please discuss the difference between editing
and ghost writing with your students.

Editorial Assistance Advice

Graduations
The graduation ceremonies are mid-year and end-of-year to align with
completion of coursework degrees. HDR students can apply to graduate
at these ceremonies or be awarded their degree in absentia.
For HDR students to participate in a UWA graduation ceremony, they must
have completed all their course requirements, including submission of
the final version of the thesis to the GRS, by the graduation cut off dates. If
students apply to graduate but have not completed all the course
requirements by the cut-off date, the Graduation Team will automatically
postpone their graduation ceremony to the next graduation.
Questions about graduation can be directed to the Graduation Team via
askUWA.

UWA Graduation Dates

Thank you for taking the time to complete this induction module. You can refer
back to online module at any time or print a hard copy. We hope that you find
the information useful as you continue supervising at UWA.
To complete this module and meet the training and development requirements
of the UWA Supervisor Register please provide us with your details by
completing the Induction Completion form by clicking on the button below.
The Induction Completion Form also invites you to provide feedback on the
module.

Please click here to ensure completion of this Induction
Module is recorded in your Supervisor Register record
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