
  
 
 
 
 
 
Graduate Research School: Editorial Assistance 
 

 

When considering the use of a professional editor, we suggest you read the: 

 UWA Policy on Use of Editorial Assistance by Students 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-

procedures?method=document&id=UP09%2F9 

 GRS advice on ‘Editorial Assistance’ 

http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/thesis/editorial-assistance 

 GRS advice on Thesis ‘Style & Format’ 

http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/thesis/style 

 Your Course Rules in regard to the thesis 

http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/course-rules#id-69908 

 

If you seek advice from a professional editor in preparing your thesis, you should discuss this with your 

supervisors first. We recommend you consider editors who have experience in editing higher degree by 

research theses and expertise in your discipline area. Once you have chosen an editor, we also 

recommend discussing in detail the anticipated costs of editing. Some editors will edit a sample of your 

work and provide an estimate of the total cost.  

 
 
This document contains: 

 Guidelines for editing research theses (revised 25 February 2019). Developed by The Institute of 

Professional Editors and approved by the Australian Council of Graduate Research. 

 Institute of Professional Editors Limited (IPEd) Find an Editor webpage – you may find the list of 

available editors in Australia useful as you are not limited to working with an editor in WA. This 

webpage also has links to information about Editing Research Theses & Editing Standards. 

 Details of editors who have contacted UWA to offer their services. Please note that the Graduate 

Research School does not recommend any one editor and the details they have provided may no 

longer be current. 

 

Please contact a Graduate Education Officer for further advice: 

http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/resources/officers  

 

Information provided in this document is correct as of SEP 2019. 

http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP09%2F9
http://www.governance.uwa.edu.au/procedures/policies/policies-and-procedures?method=document&id=UP09%2F9
http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/thesis/editorial-assistance
http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/thesis/style
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/course-rules#id-69908
http://www.postgraduate.uwa.edu.au/students/resources/officers
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The Institute of Professional Editors Limited 

Guidelines for editing research theses (revised 25 February 2019) 

Guidelines for editing research theses outlines the nature and extent of services that professional 
editors may ethically provide when editing students’ theses and the responsibilities of editors, 
students and supervisors relevant to editing. The Guidelines applies to all forms of research 
theses, including an exegesis that may accompany a creative work submitted for examination. 

Background to the Guidelines 

Writing a thesis enables research students to demonstrate their capacity for independent 
research and to present their research within the context of other scholarly work. Importantly, a 
thesis tests how well students can communicate their ideas and arguments in writing. 

Students may contract editors to proofread and/or copyedit their work with the aim of improving its 
readability, clarity and consistency. Supervisors may also encourage students to have their thesis 
professionally edited before submission. 

This raises ethical questions. What kind of editing is appropriate and how much editing is 
permissible? At what point is there a risk that the thesis is no longer the student’s own work? The 
Guidelines provides guidance to students, supervisors and editors with the aim of maintaining the 
integrity of thesis editing. 

This edition of the Guidelines was consolidated in 2019 from the original Guidelines developed 
collaboratively in 2001 by the forerunners of the Institute of Professional Editors (IPEd) and the 
Australian Council of Graduate Research (ACGR) and revised in 2010 by IPEd and approved by 
ACGR. The Guidelines refers to IPEd’s Australian standards for editing practice (the Standards). 

Scope of editing and proofreading of theses 

Editors should explain clearly the extent and nature of services they are offering when editing 
theses (as detailed below) and draw students’ attention to the Guidelines. Supervisors and 
students need to understand the role of an editor and the scope of editorial services they may 
expect. 

It is expected that supervisors will provide their students with editorial advice on: 

• matters of content, substance and structure 
• interpretation of the research literature and data 
• use of illustrations and tables 
• use of language (including clarity, voice and tone, grammar, spelling and punctuation) 
• use of technical and specialised terminology. 

Supervisors may also assist with copyediting and proofreading. The Standards addresses the 
differences between editorial advice relating to content, substance and structure (Part C 
‘Substance and structure’), copyediting (Part D ‘Language and illustrations’) and proofreading 
(Part E ‘Completeness and consistency’). 

http://iped-editors.org/About_editing/Editing_standards.aspx
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Services professional editors may provide 

Professional editorial intervention should be restricted to copyediting and proofreading, as 
covered in Parts D and E of the Standards. On matters of content, substance and structure (Part 
C of the Standards), editors may draw attention to problems but may only offer examples or 
comments to guide the student. The Standards explains what is involved in copyediting and 
proofreading (‘The fundamentals of editing’ and Parts D and E). 

Copyediting services may include editing language and illustrations to achieve: 

• clarity of expression and flow of the text (e.g. removing ambiguity, wordiness and 
needless repetition, and ensuring clear and logical connections between phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs and sections) 

• correct use of grammar, spelling and punctuation 
• appropriate use of idiom, style and tone 
• appropriate use of technical and specialised terminology, including discipline-specific 

terms, abbreviations and units of measurement 
• consistency in the presentation of illustrations, diagrams and other display items. 

Proofreading services may include checking to ensure that all thesis elements are complete, 
consistent and correctly placed, including checking, as necessary: 

• completeness of all parts of the thesis 
• correct use of grammar, spelling and punctuation 
• consistency in the use of language, style, terminology, numbers, symbols, shortened 

forms, capitalisation, italics and other mechanics of text 
• consistency in the presentation of illustrations and tables 
• consistency in the format and layout according to the specified style 
• conformity of references and citations to the specified style. 

Services editors should not provide 

Editors should not make corrections to the content, substance or structure of the thesis (Part C of 
the Standards), although they may note problems for the student’s attention. The editor is not 
responsible for identifying issues of content, such as checking facts, reference to others’ work and 
plagiarism. However, if problems of this type are identified, the editor may advise the student to 
check the university’s guidelines and to seek advice from their supervisor. 

Selecting and engaging an editor 

Students should select an editor with appropriate expertise and experience. IPEd has a directory 
of professional editors that can help students find a suitable editor. Universities may also have a 
list of approved editors. Supervisors may wish to guide students in selecting an editor. 

Members of IPEd are bound by its Constitution and Code of Ethics, which are available on the 
IPEd website. 

When enquiring about editing, it is helpful if the student provides the following details to the editor: 
thesis length (word count), preferred editing schedule and/or due date, parts of the thesis to be 
edited, and any other specific requirements. The editor may ask to see the complete thesis or a 
sample of the writing to gauge the extent of editing needed and to provide an estimate or quote. 

Students should obtain written approval from their principal supervisor to use a professional editor 
and provide evidence of this approval to the editor, which could take the form of an email from the 
supervisor. 

Ideally, students should engage an editor at least one month before the deadline for submission 
of the thesis to allow sufficient time for editing and review of the suggested changes. ‘Engaging’ 
an editor means (a) agreeing with the editor about the timing, schedule, estimated cost, method 

http://iped-editors.org/Find_an_editor.aspx
http://iped-editors.org/Find_an_editor.aspx
http://iped-editors.org/Find_an_editor.aspx
http://iped-editors.org/About_IPEd/Governance_and_operations.aspx
http://iped-editors.org/About_IPEd/Code_of_ethics.aspx
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of payment, expectations and extent of editing before editing begins; and (b) committing to using 
that editor. The editor may set out these details in an email or other form, which, once agreed to 
by the student, constitutes a contract. Alternatively, the editor may ask the student to sign a 
contract. 

Some students may benefit from working with an editor early in their postgraduate studies, for 
example, when drafting thesis chapters or manuscripts that will be included in the thesis. Any 
editing of a student’s writing should be limited to copyediting and/or proofreading, as indicated in 
the Guidelines and the Standards. 

Paying the editor 

The cost of editing a thesis depends on a range of factors that affect the time needed for editing, 
including the quality of the writing and the length, complexity and presentation of the thesis. Some 
students may receive a grant from their university to contribute to the cost of thesis editing. 
Students should not assume that this grant will cover the full cost of editing. 

Providing the thesis to the editor and agreeing on the editing process 

The student is responsible for providing the editor with a clean copy of the thesis and should 
inform the editor of any university requirements or style guide that should be used. 

The thesis may be submitted to the editor in electronic form or hard copy. If a university has a 
preferred editing format, this should be followed. Unless the university specifically forbids it, IPEd 
recommends that the thesis be submitted for editing in electronic form, as a Word document, so 
that changes can be tracked by the editor and efficiently reviewed by the student. The student 
should discuss the choice of format and style with the editor. The editor should explain any 
specific requirements of the student during the editing process. 

Editing a thesis including publications 

Some students complete a thesis that includes work published or accepted for publication before 
compilation of the thesis. When arranging for editing of this type of thesis, the student should 
indicate any parts of the thesis that have been previously published and whether these should or 
should not be edited. 

Editors may provide editing services for individual manuscripts that form part of a thesis but will be 
submitted for publication before compilation of the final thesis provided that the editing complies 
with the services editors may provide (see ‘Services professional editors may provide’ above) and 
the definitions of copyediting and proofreading covered in Parts D and E of the Standards. 

Finalising the edited thesis 

The student is responsible for reviewing and checking all changes suggested by the editor. Using 
a professional editor should ensure a thesis is expertly and thoroughly copyedited and/or 
proofread. However, it is impossible to guarantee that all errors are eliminated. Students have 
final responsibility for the integrity of their thesis, including meeting all their university’s 
requirements and guidelines.  

Acknowledging professional editing 

Editing assistance should be acknowledged at the appropriate point in the thesis, as indicated by 
university requirements, if any. Unless the university specifically requires that the editor be 
named, editors may choose not to be acknowledged by name. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Guidelines may be cited as: Institute of Professional Editors (2019), Guidelines for editing research theses.  
iped-editors.org/about_editing/editing_theses.aspx 

http://iped-editors.org/About_editing/Editing_theses.aspx
http://iped-editors.org/About_editing/Editing_theses.aspx


http://iped-editors.org/Find_an_editor 



Need an editor? 

The Society offers a variety of services to organisations and individuals seeking the 

assistance of an editor. From editing poetry anthologies to the project management of 

annual reports, the diverse skills and experience within our membership means that you 

will be able to find the ideal editor for any project. 

See our register of editors for a list of editors who can provide a range of services. Please 

take a look at the information on understanding quotes and rates for external clients 

wanting to hire editors. 

Society members can also assist by offering to present training programs to improve 

written communication skills. Please contact the president if you are interested in 

providing some training. 

We encourage clients to contact the president with any queries or requests for further 

advice regarding editors and editing. 

Society of Editors (WA) 

Inc. | Promote Your Page Too 

Search 

About the Society  

Events calendar 2011  

Conferences  

Members 

Join or renew membership  

Networking meetings  

Bookworm newsletter  

Register of editors  

How do I become an editor?  

Editing rates  

IPEd and accreditation  

Resources 

To search, type and hit enter

Society of Editors (WA) Inc. Society of Editors (WA) Inc.

http://editorswa.com/clients/



High-Quality and Comprehensive Professional Editing

Our specialist academic editing service will ensure your research 
is presented in the best possible light and that your thesis meets 
publication standards, following all relevant language, style,  
referencing and formatting guidelines.

For more info or to submit your thesis for editing, 
please visit www.capstoneediting.com.au.

Thesis Editing Service

Dr Lisa Lines, Director and Head Editor
Phone: 1800 224 468 or 0402 361 452
Email: info@capstoneediting.com.au

http://www.capstoneediting.com.au
mailto:info@capstoneediting.com.au
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au.linkedin.com/pub/michele-drouart/2a/12b/68/

Background

Experience

Writer, Editor, Creative Writing Teacher
Michèle Drouart
May 2000 – Present (13 years 2 months)

Teaches courses in Creative Writing; edits fiction, non-fiction, academic theses; runs a manuscript 
assessment service.

Lecturer
Murdoch University
March 1991 – November 1996 (5 years 9 months)

Lecturer in English and Comparative Literature

Education

Indiana University Bloomington
PhD, French Literature
1980 – 1986

Thesis on Romantic Irony in the works of Theophile Gautier

Activities and Societies: Poetry Club
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connections

Michele Drouart
Writer, Editor, Creative Writing Teacher at Michèle 
Drouart
Australia

Previous Murdoch University

Education Indiana University Bloomington

Home Profile Network Jobs Interests 

Adva

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/michele-drouart/2a/12b/68



Bradley McGrath (B.Sc. (Hons), M.Sc.) 
Technical Editing 

3 Grange Court 
Eden Hill 6054 

Perth, Western Australia, Australia 
Email: bradley.mcgrath@uwa.edu.au 

ABN: 91103176073 

I provide a technical editing service in which I thoroughly read a scientific journal article, thesis, or 
related work, and edit it for correct use of the English language, proper academic style, improved 
content and argument, and readiness for submission, with familiarity and understanding of the topics 
involved and attention to detail. This work will include edits, rewrites and notes to the author to discuss 
issues. 

I have over two years of experience in technical editing, and have written my own journal articles and 
thesis. I have studied in the fields of physics, pure and applied mathematics, and mechanical 
engineering, and can confidently read papers for all related fields. I am qualified in the following areas: 

• Physics: computational physics, wave propagation, acoustic waves, quantum mechanics,
quantum dynamics, quantum electronics, quantum computation, general relativity, special
relativity, astrophysics, particle physics, atomic physics, magnetism, waves

• Mechanical Engineering: noise barrier, acoustics

• Civil Engineering: earthquake engineering

• Mathematics: chaos theory, fractals, codes, cyphers, cryptography

I offer three levels of service: 

• Level 1: At this level, I aim to fix mistakes in spelling, grammar, punctuation, phrasing, and
conjunctions. The final result should be correct and functional. [AU$0.04 per word.]

• Level 2: At this level, I aim to improve sentence structure, phrasing, and consistency. The final
result should be correct, readable and natural-sounding. [AU$0.048 per word.]

• Level 3: At this level, I aim to improve paragraph and document structure, as well as argument
formation and scholarly conventions. The final result should be correct, highly readable and as
good as possible. [AU$0.058 per word.]

Each level includes the work of the previous level. If the original document is well-written enough that 
it only needs a lower level of editing than requested, then I will only charge at the lower price. At all 
levels, I will provide comments to check unclear phrases and provide alternative meanings or terms 
where required. I will also provide short explanations and examples to educate the author in particular 
areas that they have difficulties with. I am available to answer any further questions that the author has. 

I will edit according to a specific house-style if one is provided, and can work with either 
Australian/British English or American English. 
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From: Pia Smith <piacharlottesmith@gmail.com> 
Date: Thursday, 23 October 2014 10:46 am 
Subject: Academic Editing Services 

My name is Pia Smith and I am an experienced academic editor. I have recently moved to Western 
Australia from Melbourne. 

I am contacting you in your capacity as Dean of the UWA Graduate Research School to enquire about 
offering my services to staff and graduate research students at UWA who may require an editor.  

I have a strong background in academic editing as well as a social research background. 

My experience is outlined in detail on my website: 

www.piacharlottesmith.com 

I have over 10 years' experience working in both editing and research in the academic sector and 
beyond, with broad experience editing PhDs, academic papers, academic journals and research reports, as 
well as books by academics. My previous experience includes work for the PVC in Research and Research 
Training at Monash University. 

I would be very interested in providing editing services to students and staff at the University of Western 
Australia.  

I will call you to follow up this email. Please don't hesitate to get in touch with me in the meantime if you 
would like to discuss the services I can provide for students or staff at UWA, via return email or on 0425 
253 471. 

I appreciate your taking the time to read my email. 

Yours sincerely 

Pia Smith 

‐‐  
Pia Smith 
Writer, Editor, Researcher 
piacharlottesmith@gmail.com 
+61 425 253 471 
www.piacharlottesmith.com 
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Joanne Edmondston

To: Joanne Edmondston
Subject: EditingSupport_HelenRenwick

From: "helenrenwick@iinet.net.au"  
Date: Friday, 30 January 2015 10:10 am 
Subject: Editorial/language support for postgraduate students 
 
 

I have set up a small business working with international students who are undertaking postgraduate research 
courses in WA and need English‐language support ‐ either while writing their theses or in order to prepare their 
completed theses for submission. I am writing to offer these services to postgraduate research supervisors and their 
students at UWA, and to ask if you would be able to forward this email to staff members who might have 
international postgraduate students needing additional English‐language support. 

I hold a Masters in Education (Applied Linguistics) from UWA and obtained my PhD from UWA in September last 
year. I am also an Accredited Editor (Institute of Professional Editors) with experience teaching English as a second, 
foreign, and additional language at tertiary level. For students who have completed their theses, I offer the full 
range of editorial services as set out in the GRS guidelines (“Editing of research theses by professional editors”). 
Accredited Editors have demonstrated their skills through professional experience and in an examination run by the 
Institute of Professional Editors. Supervisors and their students can be assured that all work will be completed 
professionally and ethically. 

For students beginning their candidature or mid‐way through the research process, I can provide support in 
identifying specific language issues and addressing them at an early stage in the thesis‐writing process – the 
intention being to avoid theses which will require extensive (and expensive) correction of a relatively small number 
of core errors. I can also introduce students to the use of corpora ‐ a free, readily accessible resource which self‐
directed non‐native speakers can use to great advantage throughout their candidature and in their subsequent 
academic careers. 

I have worked with many prospective research students while teaching research and study skills on the Bridging 
Course at UWA’s Centre for English Language Teaching and have a clear understanding of the concerns and language 
issues students face. I am also well aware of the limited financial resources available to support them. Nonetheless, 
in some cases extra support – over and above that provided by programs offered within UWA – is needed to ensure 
good and timely submission of a thesis. 

I would be happy to talk further and without obligation to any supervisors and students who feel they would benefit 
from additional language support at any stage of their candidature.  

With best wishes 

Helen Renwick 
 
Helen Renwick BA Hons, GradDipEd (Adult & Tertiary), MEd (Applied Linguistics), PhD 
Accredited Editor (Institute of Professional Editors, Australia) 
 



BOO CHAPPLE: ACADEMIC EDITING SERVICES 

Looking for a native English speaker and experienced academic text editor? 

Boo Chapple is your girl! 

CONTACT 

Phone: 0401431556 
Email: chapple.academic.editing@gmail.com 

RECOMMENDATION 

Boo Chapple did an excellent job of editing my writing to articulate my ideas 
succinctly in English. I received very favourable reactions and compliments on my 
writing from internationally renowned editors of the academic press, which reflect the 
high quality of Boo's editing work. It is a great pleasure to work with Boo as she is not 
only very professional and fully reliable, but also enjoyable to work with, even under 
the great pressure that most of us face when finishing our thesis.

Dr Jenny Boulboullé (Post Doctoral Fellow, Columbia University, United States) 

MY EXPERIENCE 

I have an Undergraduate degree in English and two Masters degrees. 

I have edited 4 PhD theses, 3 Master’s theses and 2 books plus a number of articles, 
academic papers and essays by both native and non-native English speakers.  

I have experience editing text in the areas of Experimental Psychology, 
Neurophysiology, Biomedical Engineering, Criminology, Sociology, Art History, 
Architecture, Curatorial Studies, History and Philosophy. 

COST 

I charge $30 per hour. Total cost would depend on the original level of the written 
English, but for example: 

An 80,000 word thesis in the Humanities or Social Sciences would cost 
roughly $2400 



A 60,000 word thesis in the Sciences would cost roughly $1800 

Consultations/meetings are available over Skype and files will be shared and 
managed via Dropbox.  

EXAMPLE 

Before 

Then Chapter Three will look at the civic response to the reforms. Did secularisation 
stem from the dissolutions of the monasteries as Tittler suggests. Who were the 
winners and losers and how did the actual running of the city change? Specifically 
looking at the dissolutions of the monasteries and the chantries and how the loss of 
the Trinity Guild affected the civic dynamics. By using the Bailiffs’ list and Chronicle 
of Worcester along with state papers this chapter will present a more cultural 
response to the reforms than discovered in Litzenberger’s study.  

After 

Following this, Chapter Three will look at the civic response to the reforms and ask 
whether, as Tittler suggests, secularisation did indeed stem from the dissolutions of 
the monasteries. The chapter will bring specific focus to bear upon the dissolutions of 
the monasteries and the chantries and how the loss of the Trinity Guild affected the 
civic dynamics. Who were the winners and losers of the dissolutions and how did the 
actual running of the city change? By making use of state papers along with The 
Bailiff’s List and Chronicle of Worcester, this chapter will present a more cultural 
response to the reforms than that which was discovered in Litzenberger’s study. 



Scientific Writing Services: 
 Ghost Media 
 Dr Jennifer Carson  BSc PhD 
 Phone  +60 19 330 1636 
 Skype ghost-media 
 Email jennifer@ghostmedia.com.au 
 Twitter @GhostMedia 
 Web ghostmedia.com.au 

Ghost Media provides scientific writing services to researchers and academics. Our goal is to 
save you time and raise your research profile. We now offer the editing of English language 
manuscripts and theses for speakers of other languages, to our range of services. 

I started Ghost Media because I have a passion for science communication. I have published 
in peer-reviewed journals, reviewed manuscripts and presented at international conferences. I 
lectured and tutored for seven years at the University of Western Australia. I have written 
media releases, fact sheets, articles for newspapers and magazines and promotional material 
for print and the web. I have written and contributed to successful funding applications, 
including Australian Competitive Grants. I have a BSc and PhD in Soil Science (UWA). My 
experience of both the research process and science communication ideally places me to 
assist with your scientific writing.  
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Joanne Edmondston

From: Eureka Science <info@eurekascienceservices.com>
Sent: Thursday, 22 October 2015 4:15 PM
To: Joanne Edmondston
Subject: Eureka Content Editing Service

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

October 22, 2015 

Dr. J. Edmondston 
Graduate Research School 
University of Western Australia Perth 
WA 
Australia 

Dear Dr.  Edmondston 

The essence of any literary composition is the coherency of expression, the clarity in presenting ideas and strong command of
writing skills. Professional editors at Eureka Science ensure that your document meets international publishing standards.  

Eureka Science provides  fast and reliable copy‐editing services to address  language discrepancies, correct abruptly presented
ideas  and  refine  any  loosely  structured  sentences  in  your  document.  Our  services  come  with fast  turn‐around  times  and 
dependable services, at an affordable price.  

We look forward to providing you quality services to give your compositions a competitive edge. 

With best regards, 

Yours Sincerely, 

Hasina Habib 
Manager Marketing 
Eureka Science 
http://eureka-science.com/  
Email: info@eurekasciencepromotions.com 

[If you prefer not to receive any further emails from us, please click here] 



Editing and Language Development Services  

Dr Carmela Briguglio  
PhD, M Ed, BA  

Are you undertaking a PhD or Master degree by research?  

Are you writing a thesis or dissertation for your higher degree?  

Then you will probably need final proofing and editing of your work, no matter how good a 
writer you are. 

Dr Carmela Briguglio is offering editing services, particularly for those engaged in 
thesis writing.  Carmela has over 20 years of experience in teaching and learning in 
the university context.  Her rates, which are very competitive compared to those 
offered by many online providers, are based on a charge per 1,000 words.  If you 
would like a quotation please contact Carmela on the email or telephone below.  You 
will be asked to send a sample of 4‐5 pages of writing to receive a prompt 
personalised quotation.  

Dr Carmela Briguglio 
Editing and Language Development Services 
Email:  C.briguglio@curtin.edu.au 
Tel:   0407 052 274 

Dr Carmela Briguglio has a long record in language and literacy education.  In the tertiary context, 
she has been Lecturer in Charge of Modern Languages, foundation Manager of the WA Office of the 
National Languages and Literacy Institute of Australia, Cross‐Cultural Education Coordinator and, 
over some 15 years, Manager of the Curtin Business School’s Communication Skills Centre.  She has 
won several prizes for teaching excellence at Curtin and, nationally, an Office for Learning and 
Teaching (OLT) Fellowship in 2012 and an OLT citation for “sustained commitment and excellence in 
the enhancement of student and staff development in the areas of academic literacy and 
internationalisation”.  Carmela is currently a Curtin University Associate in the CBS School of 
Management.  As well as her extensive experience in teaching and learning Carmela has provided 
professional development in the language area to many groups in education and business including: 
Ascent Management; WA Department of Main Roads; WA Department of Industry and Resources 
(Premier and Cabinet); OPEZ (customised superannuation solutions); Taxation Institute of Australia; 
and LNG Gas Project (Curtin and UWA). 
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From: Falak Helwani
To: Joanne Edmondston
Subject: Request to be added to UWA"s list of thesis editors
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Dear Joanne,

My name is Falak Helwani, and I would like to be added to your list of trusted thesis
editors. I am a freelance editor with six years’ part-time experience. I am a member of the
Institute for Professional Editors, and I adhere strictly to their guidelines for editing
research theses. I am a casual copyeditor and science writer for research institutes at the
University of Queensland. I have a PhD and postdoctoral experience in medical research,
so my main interests are in the health sciences. However, I have experience editing
theses from various disciplines. I also edit manuscripts for academics, annual reports, and
other research marketing and communication documents. 

Attached is my CV and a link to my website. Referees for my editing work, not included in
my CV, can be provided on request. The bold text below summarises my details, so
students can decide if I am the right fit for their thesis.

Name:  Falak Helwani

Phone:  0400 652 400

Email: editor@wordstylist.com.au  

Website: www.wordstylist.com.au

Location: Queensland

About me: PhD in cell biology; published author; edited theses, thesis proposals,
journal articles and a variety of other documents since 2014; experience
editing across various disciplines; enjoy helping ESL writers; casual copyeditor for
research institutes at University of Queensland; member of IPEd and Australasian
Medical Writers Association. My goal is to perfect your document's language, style
and layout to achieve consistency, accuracy and completeness.

Rate:  40–80 dollars per 1,000 words. Jobs are quoted separately and depend on the
level of English, word count and timeframe. Visit my website to fill in a
client application form, or you can contact me via email or phone.

Please let me know if there is anything else you need.
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Falak

Falak Helwani
PhD/BSc Hons

Editor–Proofreader–Writer
Word Stylist
Brisbane, Australia
E: editor@wordstylist.com.au
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Personal Details

Falak M Helwani

DOB: 03.03.81

Citizenship: Australian

Address: 35 Mcgarry Street,

Eight Mile Plains, Qld Australia

P: +61400 652 400

E: falak.helwani@gmail.com

W: www.wordstylist.com.au



About me

I am a former cell biologist with a passion for the medical sciences, and I thrive on making words communicate meaning. As a freelance editor and writer, my goal is to combine these two obsessions and help researchers write science with rigour and clarity.

I have experience editing theses, journal articles, course material, annual reviews and web content, and writing science explainer articles that translate complex science into plain English. I am open to editing grant proposals, PhD proposals, and promotion and tenure dossier. 

I am also a dedicated mother who spends a significant amount of time advocating ferociously for my differently-abled little girl. 



Education

2020 Capstone Editing, Canberra, Australia. Your Editing Career Launched. 

2003–2007, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, University of Queensland (UQ), St Lucia, Brisbane, Australia. PhD in Cell Biology. Thesis title: Cortactin regulates actin cytoskeletal dynamics at E-cadherin adhesive contacts.

2002, School of Biomedical Science, UQ, Brisbane, Australia. Bachelor of Science with First Class Honours in Physiology.

1999–2001, UQ, Brisbane, Australia. Bachelor of Science in Molecular Cell Biology.

Employment

2014–present Freelance copyeditor, writer, proofreader and owner at Word Stylist, Brisbane, Australia. 

2020 Casual copyeditor, Australian Institute for Bioengineering and Nanotechnology, UQ.

2017–2019 Casual copyeditor and writer, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, UQ, Brisbane, Australia.

2007–2011 Postdoctoral Research Officer, Levesque Group, Mater Medical Research Institute (MMRI), Mater Hospital, Brisbane, Queensland.

2006–2007 Postdoctoral Research Officer, Yap Group, Institute for Biomedical Sciences, UQ, Brisbane, Australia.

2001 Undergraduate Research Assistant, Yap Group, School of Biomedical Sciences, UQ, Brisbane, Australia.

Other experience

Tutoring/teaching/peer reviewing

Tutoring general biology theory in peer-assisted learning classes.

Supervising and teaching undergraduates in their practical classes.

Supervising a third year bachelor of science student in their introduction to research project.

Assisting in the review of journal articles.

Organisational roles

2004 Coordinated Institute for Molecular Bioscience’s Cell Biology Division Seminar Series

2005 Organised and managed journal club meetings

2007–2010 Convenor of the Biotherapies Seminar Series, MMRI

2010 Organiser of MMRI Stem Cell Symposium, MMRI.

2010 Founder and president of Early Career Research Committee at the MMRI.

Volunteer roles

2018–present Advertising officer for Eight Mile Plains State School Parents and Citizens’ association.

Research interests

Stem Cell/transplant biology

Cancer/disease biology

Cell migration and adhesion

Signal transduction

Relevant skills

Skilled academic editor

Proficient user of the Microsoft Office suite

Experienced user of Microsoft Word’s track changes and formatting tools for editing

Experienced with Grammarly, ProWritingAid and PerfectIt

Proficient user of style sheets and style guides

Familiar with a range of referencing styles

Fellowships

2008–2011 Australian Based Biomedical Fellowship, NHMRC

Conferences and courses attended

2002 Combio, Darling Harbour Convention Centre, Sydney, Australia

2002 42nd Annual Meeting of the American Society for Cell Biology, San Francisco, California, USA.*

2003 Boden International EMT Meeting, Port Douglas, Far North Queensland, Australia.*

2005 Gorden Research Conference, Proctor Academy, Andover, New Hampshire, USA.*

2006 Combio, Brisbane Convention Centre, Queensland, Australia.#

2006 46th American Society for Cell Biology, San Diego, California, USA.#

2009 2nd Annual Meeting of the Australasian Society for Stem Cell Research, Canberra, Australia.*

2010 Annual MMRI Stem Cell Symposium, Brisbane, Australia.*

2010 38th Annual Meeting for the International Society of Experimental Hematology*

*Abstract chosen for poster presentation

# Abstract chosen for oral presentation

Professional memberships

2020–present Institute for Professional Editors (Associate Member) 

2020–present Australasian Medical Writers Association

Publications

Helwani, F.M., Kovacs, E.M., Paterson, A.D., Verma S., Ali R.G., Fanning A.S., Weed S.A. & Yap A.S. (2004) Cortactin is necessary for E-cadherin–mediated contact formation and actin reorganization. Journal of Cell Biology, 164, 899–910.

Verma, S., Shewan, A.M., Scott, J.A, Helwani, F.M., den Elzen, N.R., Miki, H., Takenawa, T. & Yap, A.S. (2004) Arp2/3 activity is necessary for efficient formation of E-cadherin adhesive contacts. Journal of Biological Chemistry, 279, 34062–34070.

McLachlan, R.W., Kraemer, A., Helwani, F.M., Kovacs, E.M. & Yap, A.S. (2007)

E-cadherin adhesion activates c-Src signaling at cell-cell contacts. Molecular Biology of the Cell, 18, 3214–23.

Lévesque, J.P., Winkler, I.G., Hendy, J., Williams, B., Helwani, F.M., Barbier, V., Nowlan, B. & Nilsson, S.K. (2007) Hematopoietic progenitor cell mobilization results in hypoxia with increased hypoxia-inducible transcription factor-1 alpha and vascular endothelial growth factor A in bone marrow. Stem Cells, 25, 1954–65.

Helwani, F.M., Ren, G., Verma, S., McLachlan, R.W., Weed, S.A. & Yap, A.S. (2009) Cortactin is a functional target of E-cadherin-activated Src family kinases in MCF7 epithelial monolayers. Journal of Biological Chemistry, 284, 1 8913–22.

Winkler, I.G., Sims, N.A., Pettit, A.R., Barbier, V., Nowlan, B, Helwani, F.M., Poulton, I.J., van Rooijen, N., Alexander, K.A., Raggatt, L.J. & Lévesque, J.P. (2010) Bone marrow macrophages maintain hematopoietic stem cell (HSC) niches and their depletion mobilizes HSC. Blood, 116, 4815–28.

Winkler, I.G., Helwani, F.M. & Lévesque, J.P. (2010) The endosteal ‘osteoblastic’ niche and its role in hematopoietic stem cell homing and mobilization. Leukemia, 24, 1979–92.

Winkler, I.G., Bendall, L.J., Forristal, C.E., Helwani, F.M., Nowlan, B., Barbier, V., Shen, Y., Cisterne, A., Sedger, L.M. & Levesque, J.P. (2013) B-lymphopoiesis is stopped by mobilizing doses of G-CSF and is rescued by overexpression of the anti-apoptotic protein Bcl2. Haematologica, 98(3), 325–333.

Forristal, C.E., Helwani, F.M., Martin, S., Nowlan, B, Winkler, I.G., Zannettino, A. & Levesque, J.P. (2013) Hypoxia Inducible Factor (HIF)-2α enhances proliferation of malignant hematopoietic cells in the hypoxic malignant bone marrow. Blood, 122(21), 2895.

Forristal, C.E., Brown, A.L., Helwani, F.M., Winkler, I.G., Nowlan, B., Barbier, V., Powell, R.J., Engler, G.A., Diakiw, S.M., Zannettino, A.C.W., Martin, S., Pattabiraman, D., D’Andrea, R.J., Lewis, I.D. & Levesque, J.P. (2015) Hypoxia Inducible Factor (HIF)-2α accelerates disease progression in mouse models of leukemia and lymphoma but is not a poor prognosis factor in human AML. Leukemia, 29, 2075–2085.

Tay, J., Helwani, F.M., Price, G., Barbier, V. & Levesque, J.P. (2016) Prostaglandin I2 is produced in the endosteal region of the bone marrow and protects haematopoietic stem cell from irradiation stress. Experimental Hematology, 44(9) S102–S103.

Tay, J., Levesque J.P. Helwani, F.M., Price, G., Barbier, V. & Winkler, I.G. (2019) Prostocyclin is a novel hematopoietic stem cell regulator enriched in the endosteal bone marrow niche. Experimental Hematology, 76, S88.

Tay, J., Helwani, F.M., Price, G., Barbier, V. & Levesque, J.P.

Prostaglandin I2 analogue iloprost protects hematopoietic stem cell reconstitution potential during stress. Submitted to Haematologica, May 2020.

Referees

Professor Alpha S. Yap

Head, Division of Molecular Cell Biology

Institute for Molecular Bioscience

University of Queensland

St. Lucia, Brisbane, Australia 4072
P: 61-7-33462013
E: a.yap@imb.uq.edu.au

Professor Jean-Pierre Levesque

Principal Research Fellow

Stem Cell Biology Group

Mater Research Institute

Translational Research Institute 

Institute 37 Kent Street 

Woolloongabba 

Qld 4105, Australia

E: jp.levesque@mater.uq.edu.au

Annelie Peusschers

Clinical Hypnotherapist and Psychotherapist

P: 0481 944 414

E: peusschersa@gmail.com
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About me 
I am a former cell biologist with a passion for the medical sciences, and I thrive on making 
words communicate meaning. As a freelance editor and writer, my goal is to combine these 
two obsessions and help researchers write science with rigour and clarity. 
 
I have experience editing theses, journal articles, course material, annual reviews and web 
content, and writing science explainer articles that translate complex science into plain 
English. I am open to editing grant proposals, PhD proposals, and promotion and tenure 
dossier.  
 
I am also a dedicated mother who spends a significant amount of time advocating ferociously 
for my differently-abled little girl.  
 
Education 
2020 Capstone Editing, Canberra, Australia. Your Editing Career Launched.  
2003–2007, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, University of Queensland (UQ), St Lucia, 
Brisbane, Australia. PhD in Cell Biology. Thesis title: Cortactin regulates actin cytoskeletal 
dynamics at E-cadherin adhesive contacts. 
2002, School of Biomedical Science, UQ, Brisbane, Australia. Bachelor of Science with First 
Class Honours in Physiology. 

1999–2001, UQ, Brisbane, Australia. Bachelor of Science in Molecular Cell Biology. 

Employment 
2014–present Freelance copyeditor, writer, proofreader and owner at Word Stylist, Brisbane, 
Australia.  
2020 Casual copyeditor, Australian Institute for Bioengineering and Nanotechnology, UQ. 

2017–2019 Casual copyeditor and writer, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, UQ, Brisbane, 
Australia. 

2007–2011 Postdoctoral Research Officer, Levesque Group, Mater Medical Research Institute 
(MMRI), Mater Hospital, Brisbane, Queensland. 

2006–2007 Postdoctoral Research Officer, Yap Group, Institute for Biomedical Sciences, UQ, 
Brisbane, Australia. 

2001 Undergraduate Research Assistant, Yap Group, School of Biomedical Sciences, UQ, 
Brisbane, Australia. 

Other experience 
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Tutoring/teaching/peer reviewing 
Tutoring general biology theory in peer-assisted learning classes. 

Supervising and teaching undergraduates in their practical classes. 

Supervising a third year bachelor of science student in their introduction to research project. 

Assisting in the review of journal articles. 

Organisational roles 
2004 Coordinated Institute for Molecular Bioscience’s Cell Biology Division Seminar Series 

2005 Organised and managed journal club meetings 

2007–2010 Convenor of the Biotherapies Seminar Series, MMRI 

2010 Organiser of MMRI Stem Cell Symposium, MMRI. 

2010 Founder and president of Early Career Research Committee at the MMRI. 

Volunteer roles 
2018–present Advertising officer for Eight Mile Plains State School Parents and Citizens’ 
association. 

Research interests 
Stem Cell/transplant biology 

Cancer/disease biology 

Cell migration and adhesion 

Signal transduction 

Relevant skills 

Skilled academic editor 

Proficient user of the Microsoft Office suite 

Experienced user of Microsoft Word’s track changes and formatting tools for editing 

Experienced with Grammarly, ProWritingAid and PerfectIt 

Proficient user of style sheets and style guides 

Familiar with a range of referencing styles 

Fellowships 
2008–2011 Australian Based Biomedical Fellowship, NHMRC 

Conferences and courses attended 
2002 Combio, Darling Harbour Convention Centre, Sydney, Australia 

2002 42nd Annual Meeting of the American Society for Cell Biology, San Francisco, 
California, USA.* 

2003 Boden International EMT Meeting, Port Douglas, Far North Queensland, Australia.* 

2005 Gorden Research Conference, Proctor Academy, Andover, New Hampshire, USA.* 

2006 Combio, Brisbane Convention Centre, Queensland, Australia.# 
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2006 46th American Society for Cell Biology, San Diego, California, USA.# 

2009 2nd Annual Meeting of the Australasian Society for Stem Cell Research, Canberra, 
Australia.* 

2010 Annual MMRI Stem Cell Symposium, Brisbane, Australia.* 

2010 38th Annual Meeting for the International Society of Experimental Hematology* 
*Abstract chosen for poster presentation 

# Abstract chosen for oral presentation 

Professional memberships 
2020–present Institute for Professional Editors (Associate Member)  
2020–present Australasian Medical Writers Association 
Publications 
Helwani, F.M., Kovacs, E.M., Paterson, A.D., Verma S., Ali R.G., Fanning A.S., Weed S.A. & Yap A.S. (2004) 
Cortactin is necessary for E-cadherin–mediated contact formation and actin reorganization. Journal of Cell 
Biology, 164, 899–910. 

Verma, S., Shewan, A.M., Scott, J.A, Helwani, F.M., den Elzen, N.R., Miki, H., Takenawa, T. & Yap, A.S. 
(2004) Arp2/3 activity is necessary for efficient formation of E-cadherin adhesive contacts. Journal of 
Biological Chemistry, 279, 34062–34070. 

McLachlan, R.W., Kraemer, A., Helwani, F.M., Kovacs, E.M. & Yap, A.S. (2007) 

E-cadherin adhesion activates c-Src signaling at cell-cell contacts. Molecular Biology of the Cell, 18, 3214–23. 

Lévesque, J.P., Winkler, I.G., Hendy, J., Williams, B., Helwani, F.M., Barbier, V., Nowlan, B. & Nilsson, S.K. 
(2007) Hematopoietic progenitor cell mobilization results in hypoxia with increased hypoxia-inducible 
transcription factor-1 alpha and vascular endothelial growth factor A in bone marrow. Stem Cells, 25, 1954–65. 

Helwani, F.M., Ren, G., Verma, S., McLachlan, R.W., Weed, S.A. & Yap, A.S. (2009) Cortactin is a functional 
target of E-cadherin-activated Src family kinases in MCF7 epithelial monolayers. Journal of Biological 
Chemistry, 284, 1 8913–22. 

Winkler, I.G., Sims, N.A., Pettit, A.R., Barbier, V., Nowlan, B, Helwani, F.M., Poulton, I.J., van Rooijen, N., 
Alexander, K.A., Raggatt, L.J. & Lévesque, J.P. (2010) Bone marrow macrophages maintain hematopoietic stem 
cell (HSC) niches and their depletion mobilizes HSC. Blood, 116, 4815–28. 

Winkler, I.G., Helwani, F.M. & Lévesque, J.P. (2010) The endosteal ‘osteoblastic’ niche and its role in 
hematopoietic stem cell homing and mobilization. Leukemia, 24, 1979–92. 

Winkler, I.G., Bendall, L.J., Forristal, C.E., Helwani, F.M., Nowlan, B., Barbier, V., Shen, Y., Cisterne, A., 
Sedger, L.M. & Levesque, J.P. (2013) B-lymphopoiesis is stopped by mobilizing doses of G-CSF and is rescued 
by overexpression of the anti-apoptotic protein Bcl2. Haematologica, 98(3), 325–333. 

Forristal, C.E., Helwani, F.M., Martin, S., Nowlan, B, Winkler, I.G., Zannettino, A. & Levesque, J.P. (2013) 
Hypoxia Inducible Factor (HIF)-2α enhances proliferation of malignant hematopoietic cells in the hypoxic 
malignant bone marrow. Blood, 122(21), 2895. 

Forristal, C.E., Brown, A.L., Helwani, F.M., Winkler, I.G., Nowlan, B., Barbier, V., Powell, R.J., Engler, G.A., 
Diakiw, S.M., Zannettino, A.C.W., Martin, S., Pattabiraman, D., D’Andrea, R.J., Lewis, I.D. & Levesque, J.P. 
(2015) Hypoxia Inducible Factor (HIF)-2α accelerates disease progression in mouse models of leukemia and 
lymphoma but is not a poor prognosis factor in human AML. Leukemia, 29, 2075–2085. 

Tay, J., Helwani, F.M., Price, G., Barbier, V. & Levesque, J.P. (2016) Prostaglandin I2 is produced in the 
endosteal region of the bone marrow and protects haematopoietic stem cell from irradiation stress. Experimental 
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Tay, J., Levesque J.P. Helwani, F.M., Price, G., Barbier, V. & Winkler, I.G. (2019) Prostocyclin is a novel 
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Prostaglandin I2 analogue iloprost protects hematopoietic stem cell reconstitution potential during stress. 
Submitted to Haematologica, May 2020. 
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Professor Jean-Pierre Levesque 
Principal Research Fellow 
Stem Cell Biology Group 
Mater Research Institute 
Translational Research Institute  
Institute 37 Kent Street  
Woolloongabba  
Qld 4105, Australia 
E: jp.levesque@mater.uq.edu.au 

Annelie Peusschers 
Clinical Hypnotherapist and Psychotherapist 
P: 0481 944 414 
E: peusschersa@gmail.com 
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